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Compiled by Jay Allen with assistance from Samah Medhkour 
for the UC-Berkeley Art Practice undergraduate program, 
Berkeley, California. 


A survey was emailed to students in UC-Berkeley’s Re-Entry Students 
Program in October 2021, and it was open for response for 10 days (during 
semester midterms). We received responses from nine busy students, and 
they are shared anonymously. The responses are unedited for content, 
except for minor copyediting. 


There was also an invitation to participate in co-creative dreaming by 
submitting art, and we include art from six talented students. 


Special thanks to the contributors who shared their thoughts and art. 
Jay Allen 
jayallen@jayallenart.com 


www.jayallenart.com 


Samah Medhkour 
hana2004samah@gmail.com 


This booklet may be printed, shared, and reproduced without permission. 


Re-Entry Students Program www.reentry.berkeley.edu 


Resources & Community for Undergraduate Students 25 
and Older 


The Re-Entry Students Program serves students who 
engage in their Berkeley academic career later in life. 
Generally, re-entry students are 25 years of age and older 
or have a gap in their higher education of five years or 
more. 


Office: MLK Building, BNorth (near the Food Pantry and 
Basic Needs) Follow signage for “CE3 Independent 
Student Programs” 


Older Wiser Learners (OWLs) 


OWLs is an informal group run by the Re-Entry Students 
Program. The group provides a space for the student to 
meet other re-entry students, discuss topics and issues 
that are important to re-entry students, and get information 
on deadlines and workshops happening at UC Berkeley. 


These informal meetings are facilitated by a re-entry 
student staff member. 


Meetings are held on Mondays (12:00 - 1:00 via Zoom) 
and on Thursdays (2:00 - 3:00 in person at Re-Entry 
space). 


INTENTIONS: 


e To raise awareness of the Re-Entry Students Program and 
the resources available for students. 


e To confront and raise awareness of ageism and ageist 
discrimination on campus. 


e To achieve a balance in this “public good” social practice 
project between convivial and critically antagonistic aspects 
because it is both. 


e To spotlight and celebrate the creative voices of re-entry 
students. 


SURVEY QUESTIONS & ANSWERS: 


What do you think are some of the benefits of an 
intergenerational academic community like the one 
we share at UC-Berkeley? 


Differing age groups and generations expose us all to 
different ways of life and experiences. It gives us more to 
learn. 


Learning the new lingo from the youngins and passing on 
knowledge to the next generation. 


| think the largest benefit is the potential for an exchange 
of ideas and experiences which may be unique to different 
generations of students. 


Promotes tolerance, empathy, respect, self-awareness, 
authenticity and ingenuity. 


Comradery and shared experience is very helpful. It can 
add much needed perspective to one's own journey while 
at Cal. Also | think the Re-Entry Program should be a 
repository of knowledge and guidance to help with the 
necessary augmentations to the student life experience so 
they can do well at Cal. 


Having a rich reservoir of life experiences means that we 
bring an uniquely helpful perspective into our classrooms 
and communities. Yes, we have much to learn, but we also 
have much to teach. Being in an intergenerational 
academic community means that we all have the 
opportunity to see things differently and help each other in 
meaningful and potentially unexpected ways. 


There are more perspectives. 


There is a flow of information, life experience and 
collaboration. 


The benefit of experience to guide enthusiasm, and the 
benefit of new ideas to shape older wisdom. 


As a re-entry student, what personal qualities 
and/or gifts do you bring to the UC-Berkeley 
academic community? 


Understanding of different walks of life, ability to listen and 
observe, communication skills, life experience, skills from 
many jobs, and an understanding of the different stages of 
human development. 


Being a bridge between the different generations because 
| can relate to more than one generation. 


An established studio art practice. 


Problem solving experience, patience, and community 
connections. 


| think my circuitous journey to UC Berkeley gives me a 
deep sense of appreciation for my time here, and my 
long-view perspective helps me to be an encouraging, 
calming presence for others in our academic community. 


| didn’t transfer until | knew what | wanted to do, which 
took a while to figure out. In that time | explored a lot of 
other majors and they still inform my work. 


Life experience, perseverance, confidence, and focus. 


Compassion, patience, and tempered bitterness. 


As a re-entry student, what are some of the 
challenges you have faced at UC-Berkeley? 


Assumptions of privilege and operating in spaces that are 
not designed for me. 


Telling people your age!!!! Then hearing them say 
"whaaaat"? LOL 


Feeling out of place, concern about power dynamics, and 
adjusting to the way education has shifted to more of an 
online setting. 


My challenges are building community, computer skills, 
and academic writing. 


Different learning styles and financial situations. My social 
needs are also different. 


This installation piece features 56 maxi pads onto which different images of 
women’s struggles are attached. Through these images, Samah addresses 
different issues; for instance, the intersection of womanhood and race and 
the resulting discrimination. Also included are issues of religion, poverty, 
and domestic violence. This work was made to be provocative because it 
expresses the challenges that women have to tackle in addition to the 
systematized gender discrimination that exists in many areas of American 
society. Therefore, Samah attempts to evoke strong feelings about these 
different forms of struggle for women. 





! Can't Keep Quiet, 2018, 56 Maxi pads. / Samah Medhkour 


Threads was inspired by Jay’s childhood memories of watching their 


mother sew and later learning how to do needlework. 




















Threads (series), 2019, charcoal & pastel 


WA on paper, 18x18” (6) / Jay Allen 
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Refuge Remains, 2021, oil paint, 18x24” / Kasey Needham 


NA = = 


TEN Ww ye sh 
- \ 


Gian WAN y Y 


Teas. _HtNEH Te 


sip. 


eee | 


=. 


) SS eeeensbees 


\ 
De 

wipe) Whe 
ij 


il | a Gi eds, if i 
He BY ot i 
Uae 7 oy 4a ye i 





Diane a la biche, 2021, woodcut reduction, 8x10" / Vera McBride 





A Hallway in Versailles, 2021, woodcut reduction, 8x10" / Vera McBride 





The Empress, 2021, wire, crystals and colored lights / Zoé Lane 
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LL.Y. / Left Hand of the Creator, 2021, wire / Zoé Lane 
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Modern Pandora, 2021, acrylic & gouache paints, 12” / Renee Castro-Ring 
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Eggsistence, 2021, plaster, dye, spray paint / Samah Medhkour 


15 





Universal Concepts, 2020, digital design / Jay Allen 
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Bringer of Jollity, woodcut reduction, 8x10" 2021 / Vera McBride 


Survey Demographics 


What is your race/ethnicity? (Select all that apply) 
9 responses 


American Indian or Alaska Native 
Asian 

Black or African American 

Native Hawaiian or other Pacifi... 
White 5 (55.6%) 

Hispanic or Latino or Spanish... 


Not Hispanic or Latino or Spani... 


Prefer not to answer 





2 3 4 5 
What is your age? 
9 responses 
@ 25-34 
@ 35-44 
@ 45-54 
@ 55+ 


@ prefer not to answer 





What is your gender? 
9 responses 


@ female 

@ male 

@ non-binary 

®@ prefer not to answer 
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Being an older student, it can sometimes feel like I'm 
crashing a party that's being thrown for 18-22 year olds. 
Then | remember that's bullshit; and, besides, I've always 
kinda liked crashing parties. 


Not being on campus as much, especially with COVID-19 
making my first of two years fully online. | could graduate 
with one semester of in-person classes, but | am staying 
the full two years so | can attend more in-person classes 
that | missed out on because of COVID-19 and the shorter 
experience that being a re-entry student afforded. 


Age stigma from younger students. 
Real life responsibilities: Needing to work while completing 
my studies, and needing to take care of my house and my 


family. 


Not being able to participate in extracurricular activities or 
do non-paid internships because | have to work. 


Exhaustion. 


What do you hope to do after you graduate? 
Data Science 


Catch fire and explode into a million stars then eventually 
become a galaxy. 


| hope to find a job within a company's art department. 
Attend Graduate school. 


Find employment a step up from what | was doing before, 
|.e., unskilled work. 


| plan to be a student forever. 
Graduate school 
Support a family of foster children, and make a difference. 


Is there anything else you would like to share 
regarding your experience as a re-entry student? 


| think it is crazy that in a country with so many older 
adults in precarious economic circumstances that older 
re-entry students are seen as an exception to the rule. The 


ages of 18-22 only represent four years of a human life 
and a smaller portion than 22+. 


Despite some challenges, my experience as a re-entry 
student has been positive overall. | am happy to be a part 
of this community. 


| wish there had been a Bears orientation specifically for 
re-entry students. | also wish there were social events 
associated with OWLS and not just zoom meetings. 


Ultimately | don't think the college environment is geared 
towards older students, but I'm not sure it should be. Time 
after time, I've had to change my expectations to fit the 
reality of the situation. As a single parent, | won't have the 
free time one would expect a typical student to have. | 
won't have had the guidance, preparation, and resources 
some of the students have had prior to attending Cal. | 
may not get the coveted research assistant positions or a 
spot in some club, and | may not ace my exams. But | 
have to put it all in perspective and be happy with what | 
have managed to accomplish given the situation. 


| love it here. I'm proud to be here. And | know without a 
doubt that we make the UC-Berkeley academic 
community so much richer than it would be without us. We 
should all be proud of that. 
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| have learned that no matter my age, the professors here 
at Cal are very supportive and committed to my success. 
It's all about the effort you put into your time here at Cal. 
Students should not let their age or status as a re-entry 
student hold them back. 


Regardless of the difficulties of doing this on my own as an 
older person, | am way more equipped for school than | 
was at 18. | had the same goals and passions then, but | 
was so full of energy and hope that | lacked direction and 
always bit off more than | could chew. | didn't know how to 
have a healthy relationship with school. Now, | prioritize 
sleep and supportive, enriching friends, as well as 
hydration and nutrition. If | am struggling with my school 
work, | will never cut the aforementioned pillars of support. 
| will cut back on school if | must, or be more careful with 
how | structure leisure time to ensure | have environments 
that support my wellbeing and focus. | have partied plenty 
in my life and engaged my passion in enough activities 
that | am discerning. Playing a game, or a sport, playing 
music or dancing with others will bring me life and help me 
focus. Attending a show and drinking, or listening to 
someone confidently and loudly speak about something 
incorrectly that | don't care about (usually while drunk) 
does not spark joy. Be sure to walk out of situations that 
don't serve you. It's okay if that insults someone; that's 
their problem. Drink water and take a nap instead. 
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With: 


Amanda Bent, 
Re-Entry Students Program Coordinator 


Anonymous Survey Respondents / Re-Entry Students 
Deborah Galente 
Jay Allen 
Kasey Needham 
Mack 
Renee Castro-Ring 


Salvador Uribe, 
Re-Entry Students Program Peer Advisor 


Samah Medhkour, 
Re-Entry Students Program Lead Peer Advisor 


Vera McBride 


Zoe Lane 


